Prices and options within Tanzania and it’s Indian Ocean Islands

This guide is intended to provide a rough idea of the holiday and honeymoon possibilities within Tanzania and it’s islands.  Though comprehensive, it is not exhaustive or particularly detailed.  We strongly recommend that you visit us for a personal presentation (if possible), or discuss the details with us by telephone or email.

Guide prices are per person per night

Getting there and back again

For southern safaris and Zanzibar, Dar es Salaam is the arrival and departure point. For northern safaris Mount Kilimanjaro or Nairobi are the closest points.  Flight costs are about £500 per person excluding taxes, except in the peak months of July, August and December.  Alliance Air fly on Sun and Tue returning Mon and Sat, whilst BA fly on Mon and Thu returning Tue and Fri

Northern Circuit Safaris

Taking a safari in the north of Tanzania is quite unlike a “fly-in” safari in the south.  A standard mobile safari will encompass all the parks below in a circuit, starting and ending in Arusha  (It is also possible to fly between some of the parks). The exception to this rule is to take a flying circuit visiting the Conservation Corporation luxury lodges around the circuit. (Kleins, Grumeti, Maji Moto, Ngorongoro Crater Lodge)

The minimum recommended time is 5 nights, although 6 or 7 are strongly recommended with the majority of time spent in the Serengeti

With few exceptions, no walking is allowed in the northern parks and game viewing is by closed sided vehicle.  The northern parks are more visited than the parks in the south, although the Serengeti is large enough to cope with the number of visitors without feeling crowded

The major differences in price occur not through the choice of accommodation (surprisingly luxury camping is about the same price as the Serena hotels), but through the quality of the operator used.  There are 3 major chains of hotels represented in each of the parks, the best are the Serena hotels, next the Sopa and the Wildlife lodges come a very poor third 

Lake Manyara

Usually visited for an afternoon at the start of a safari and a morning at the end.  A small but scenic park, good for birds and elephant (and occasionally tree climbing lion).  Kirurumu Tented Lodge (on the edge of the Rift Valley) is our choice for accommodation.

Ngorongoro Crater

Unique and diverse, the Crater, though a “must see”, is surprisingly small once inside and most people find that one day is quite sufficient to drive around.  It’s size compared to the vast expanse of the Serengeti means that you will see many other vehicles 

Serengeti

This is where most people spend the majority of their safari.  Huge expanses of short grass plains make game viewing exceptionally good.  The Serengeti is justifiably famous for its huge concentrations of game especially the predators (lion, leopard and cheetah) and of course the migration at certain times of the year.

Most clients either Luxury Camp or stay at the Serena lodge (great location with a “swimming pool with a view”) 

Tarangire

A very seasonal park usually visited at the beginning or the end of a circuit, if at all.  Accommodation is either camping or at the Tamerind Tented Lodge

Guide Prices for a seven day private safari in a Land Rover (We strongly encourage our clients not to take a minibus safari)  are between $230 and $350 per person per night for 4 people and between $250 and $380 per person for 2 people, depending on operator.  

Mount Kilimanjaro

There are a number of different routes to the summit, either the Marangu (4 or 5 nights) or the more scenic Machame (5 nights) routes are the most common.  

Guide price is about $1,000 and Machame $1,300

Southern Safaris

Selous

An ideal location for a short stand alone safari (3-4 nights) or as a combination with Ruaha or the Northern Circuit.  Selous offers game viewing by foot and boat as well as from open sided vehicles.  A great all round destination offering a variety of safari experiences, including fishing on the Rufiji.  Particularly good for birds and riverine animals, though less good for predators.  The park is so large that one will almost never see tourists from other lodges.  Accessible by air from Dar, Zanzibar and Arusha

Mbuyuni Luxury Tented Lodge

12 large permanent tents with private verandah.  Very high standard of guiding, food and service.  Swimming Pool and comfortable “look out” points.  “Fly-Camping” is a worthwhile though expensive possibility.

Guide Price
$300

Sand Rivers Selous

10 large bandas open fronted to the river.  High standard of guiding, food and service.  Swimming Pool, a slightly “English dinner party scene”. “Fly-Camping” is a worthwhile though expensive possibility.

Guide Price
$380 

Ruaha

An ideal location for a longer safari (4-7 nights), often combined with Selous.  Ruaha offers game viewing by foot as well as from open sided vehicles.  A very distinct landscape of rolling open plains, ancient baobabs and hills. Particularly good for predators and all other game and birds.   Very remote and often described as the “real Africa”. Completely unspoilt by tourism.   Accessible by air from Selous 

Mwagusi

12 Luxury thatched and tented rooms.  Great service and superlative game guiding, accommodation is very private, food is good and evening meals are taken under the stars 

Guide Price
$280

Ruaha River Lodge

About 80 fairly Spartan rooms spread out into separate areas.  Food is not great, though the guiding is okay.  Wonderful location. 

Guide Price
$230

Beaches

Mainland

Ras Kutani

A 20 Banda lodge just south of Dar es Salaam.  Great food and a great beach in a very private location.  No diving.  Alongside the lodge lies a natural fresh water lagoon

Guide Price
$200 

Zanzibar

Most clients include 2 or 3 nights in Zanzibar’s historic Stone Town before heading out to the beach.  There is plenty to do in Stone Town as well as shopping (spice tours, forest tours, trips to various offshore islands and swimming with dolphins) although the beaches around Stone Town are awful.  The best and most unspoilt beaches are to be found on the North or East Coast.  All of Zanzibar’s beaches are extremely tidal

Ras Nungwi 

20 semi-detached banda  rooms on the beach and 30 lodge rooms.  Great diving, great beach, good food and reasonable accommodation. 

Guide Price
$120 

Breezes

A larger hotel with 80 rooms with various amenities.  A new hotel, and the only 5 star beach hotel on Zanzibar.  A good all round hotel although it is especially popular with the Italian market!

Guide Price $120 

Stone Town

The best hotel is undoubtedly the Serena, (at about $150) though the cheaper Tembo, Dhow Palace or Emerson’s provide very good value for money and are more charismatic. 

Mnemba Island

12 bandas spread out along the beach on this private island.  Superb diving, watersports, beaches, food and accommodation, - the ultimate in “barefoot luxury”

Guide Price $500 (including all watersports and drinks)

Mafia

Kinasi Lodge

A 12 room lodge on Mafia island, just south of Zanzibar.  Great food and stylish  accommodation.  The best diving and watersports in Tanzania, but the beach is poor.  Kinasi does however have a Swimming Pool.

Guide Price
$150 


